BY-LAWS OF THOMAS COUNTY 

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE

ARTICLE I - NAME

Section 1. 
The official name of the Committee shall be Thomas County Local Emergency Planning Committee (L.E.P.C.).

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE
Section 1.
The purpose of the Committee shall be to fulfill the requirements of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986, commonly known as S.A.R.A. Title III.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.
Membership shall be as a minimum that as required by Section 301-303 of the Act. (S.A.R.A.  TITLE III).

Section 2.
Other members may be appointed to the Committee by the Chairperson of the Committee as may be deemed necessary.  Appointments may be made at any time, but all appointments will expire December 31 of each year, unless reappointed at the last meeting of the year.  (Article III, Section 4).

Section 3.
A Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Recorder, Treasurer and Public Relations Officer shall be elected from the membership at the fall meeting.  Exact time and place of meeting to be announced per Article IV, Section 2.  Duties to be assumed January 1, following, and continue for a period of one (1) year.  Names of those elected must be submitted and approved by the Thomas County Commissioners and State Emergency Response Commission.

Section 4.
If the Chairperson elected represented a Public Service Agency, the Vice Chairperson chosen shall represent the Private Sector; conversely, if the chairperson elected represents the Private Sector, the Vice Chairperson chosen shall represent a Public Service Agency.

Section 5.
Should there be more than one person nominated for any position, the method of election shall be by a closed ballot and the one receiving a plurality of votes from the members present and voting, shall be declared elected.

ARTICLE IV - MEETINGS

Section 1.
The Committee shall meet as a minimum of once each six (6) months, (semi-annually), with the fiscal year beginning January 1, of each year.  Additional meetings may be called if necessary as per Article IV, Section 2.
Section 2.
All regular or special meetings shall be held at a predestinated place and time.  All members are to be notified of such meetings at least five (5) days in advance.

Section 3.
Sub-committees (See Article V, Section 1), may meet at a time and place of their own discretion without notification to the Committee as a whole.

ARTICLE V - COMMITTEES

Section 1.
Sub-committees shall be appointed by the Chairperson as deemed necessary.

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS

Section 1.
Should it become necessary to amend these by-laws, the following procedure shall be used.  The membership shall be notified at least thirty (30) days in advance of any proposed change and of the time and place that voting on such changes shall take place.  It shall require an affirmative vote of a simple majority of those present and voting to declare the amendment passed.  Unless other wise stated in the proposed change, the amendment shall take effect immediately following the vote.

ARTICLE VII - VOTING

Section 1.
Any business coming before the Committee that shall require a vote will be decided by a simple majority of at least seven members present and voting.

Section 2.
 Proxy votes are allowed.  The authority to represent a member needs only to be verbal from the represented member. 

ARTICLE VIII - RULES OF ORDER

Section 1.
All business of the Committee shall be conducted as per the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Parliamentary Procedure.

ARTICLE IX

Section 1.
To be added as required.
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